[Studies on the epidemiology of malignant tumors, systemic diseases and leukemia in children (author's transl)].
The analysis of statistical data on the incidence of leukemia in children in the German Democratic Republic between 1968 and 1973 gives no evidence for increasing risk of disease. Incidence in the G.D.R. is about the same as reported in literature. It seems that in the etiology and natural history of malignant tumors and hemoblastosis in children, constitutional and genetic as well as environmental factors are involved. They may work single or combined. Probably, malignant tumors or malignant systemic disease arise if the immune system fails to destroy endogenous or transplanted tumor cells.